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inured as they are to the burning heat, cannot continue
their agricultural labours. The shady roadway alone is
1 practicable, and even there we require the shelter of our
travelling bungalow. Kdlouth the fireman must be
made of pure carbon, or he would certainly dissolve before
the grating of his furnace. But the brave Hindoo holds
out nobly. It has become second nature with him, this
existence on the platform of the locomotives which scour
the railway lines of Central India!
During the daytime of May the iQth, the thermometer
suspended on the wall of the dining-room registered 106
degrees Fahrenheit That evening we were unable to take
our accustomed "constitutional" or "hawakana." This
word signifies literally " to eat air," and means that, after
the stifling heat of the tropical day, people go out to
inhale the cool pure air of evening. On this occasion we
felt that, on the contrary, the air would eat us !
" Monsieur Maucler," said Sergeant McNeil to me, " this
heat reminds me of one day in March, when Sir Hugh Rose,
with just two pieces of artillery, tried to storm the walls at
Lucknow. It was sixteen days since we had crossed the river
Betwa, and during all that time our horses had not once been
unsaddled. We were fighting between enormous walls of
granite, and we might as well have been in a burning
fiery furnace. The "chitsis" passed up and down our
ranks, carrying water in their leathern bottles, which they